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There were participants of all ages from War Lake First Nation, Tataskweyak Cree Na-
tion, Fox Lake Cree Nation, York Factory First Nation, and Shamattawa First Nation. 
Participants spent three days eating together, sharing stories, and participating in 
land-based activities. 

Last month, Tataskweyak Cree Nation hosted a gathering for the Five Inninew Nations 
at Troy Lake Camp in support of protecting our shared homelands through the 
Kitaskeenan Kaweekanawaynichikatek project.
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THE LAND WE WANT TO PROTECT

COMING TOGETHER 
IN CELEBRATION 
OF OUR SHARED 
HOMELANDS
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This gathering represented an important  milestone for  Kitaskeenan Kaweekanawayn-
ichikatek with the signing of the project vision by Leadership. Our vision involves bring-
ing the Five Nations together to protect our ancestral lands through an Indigenous-led 
protected area.  Each Nation was gifted an arrow that will be brought together when 
we meet to represent the strength that comes with unity. 
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Ceremony at the Gathering was led by Dave and Cynthia Sanderson, Destiny Kitche-
keesik, Jared Wastesicoot, and Robben Constant. People from each Nation took turns 
sharing their community histories and the shared history of the Five Nations. One of 
the days was spent listening to the Elders share their stories of what it was like growing 
up on the land and the teachings they have carried with them throughout their lives.

Speaker Blaine Constant was invited to the Gathering to share his story of addiction 
and healing. Much music was played with Blaine on the fiddle, Phyllis Sinclair singing, 
George Beardy and Jonathon Kitchekeesik Sr. on guitar. The TCN dancers gave a won-
derful performance of their jigging abilities and many community members followed 
suit.
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Other activities included boat excursions; swimming; puppet performances; baseball; 
games; fishing; storytelling; smoking and frying fish over the fire; dancing; painting; 
and caribou tufting.
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Kitaskeenan Kaweekanawaynichikatek - The 
Land we want to Protect, is an initiative that 
brings together our five Inninewuk Nations to 
talk about protecting our shared homelands, 
by establishing an Indigenous Protected 
and Conserved Area (IPCA). The IPCA would 
be Inninewuk-led and guided by our own 
traditional laws.
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